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For the last 135 years, Press & Dako-

tan has served the public interest by 
providing reliable local news to the 
residents of southeastern South Da-
kota. When the Press & Dakotan was 
founded in the Missouri River commu-
nity of Yankton in 1861, the Dakota 
Territory was barely organized. Moving 
west, many early pioneers settled near 
the River and the Press & Dakotan, 
then known as the Weekly Dakotian, 
was there to serve them. 

Over the years, the Press & Dakotan 
has recorded great national events 
from the end of the Civil War to the 
launch of the Space Shuttle. It has 
kept its readers informed with first-
hand accounts of the Indian wars of the 
1870’s, the Depression of the 1930’s, and 
the astounding economic growth expe-
rienced by Yankton throughout the 
1990’s. Fifteen other newspapers have 
come and gone in Yankton since 1861, 
but the Press & Dakotan has always 
been present to witness and record 
South Dakota’s history. By perse-
vering, it has etched out a tiny piece of 
history for itself. 

South Dakotans depend on their 
hometown newspapers to provide up-
dated local information. The residents 
of Yankton are no exception. The Press 
& Dakotan has a proven track record 
as a constant and reliable source for 
local information and it has served its 
community well. It has exhibited a re-
markable ability to change with the 
times and is poised for new growth and 
development in the 21st century. 

Once again, I applaud the Press & Da-
kotan for the hard work and commit-
ment it took to reach this important 
milestone. I know the next 135 years 
will be just as successful. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NORTH DAKOTA AIR 
FORCE PERSONNEL INJURED IN 
BOMBING IN DHAHRAN, SAUDI 
ARABIA 

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, I 
rise today to express my deep condo-
lences to the families of the 19 Ameri-
cans who the Air Force reports were 
killed in Tuesday’s blast in Dhahran, 
Saudi Arabia. I know that the thoughts 
and prayers of all Senators are also 
with the more than 300 people who 
were injured and their families, but I 
would like to make my colleagues 
aware that 3 of those who were wound-
ed serve in my State, North Dakota. 

Madam President, approximately 60 
Air Force personnel from air bases in 
Minot and Grand Forks in my home 
State are currently in the Persian Gulf 
theater. Many of them have been serv-
ing on a temporary basis in Dhahran 
with the 4404th Composite Wing, which 
is helping to enforce the no fly zone 
over Iraq. In light of reports that re-
verberations from the blast were felt 
nearly a hundred miles away in Bah-
rain, we must be thankful that more 
people were not killed, and that the 
three individuals from Grand Forks 
AFB who were hurt suffered only very 
minor injuries. It is my understanding 

that they have had an opportunity to 
speak with their families, and have 
been given necessary medical care. 

Although the names of the injured 
are being withheld for the time being, 
I want to take this opportunity to pay 
tribute to the fine work that these in-
jured servicemembers and all North 
Dakota personnel in the Gulf have done 
for our country. Duty in the Persian 
Gulf is, by all accounts, an extremely 
challenging assignment. The desert en-
vironment is unyielding, and the cul-
ture is vastly different from what 
servicemembers are used to in the 
United States. Tuesday’s blast also re-
minds us of the area’s political insta-
bility, and the fact that the gulf is one 
of the few places in the post-cold war 
world where American forces daily face 
the real threat of attack. 

In the face of these challenges, per-
sonnel from the Grand Forks and 
Minot bases have performed extremely 
well. They have been a tribute to their 
fine installations, our State, the U.S. 
Air Force, and our country. I am proud 
of every member of the Air Force as-
signed to North Dakota, and offer my 
special thanks to the men and women 
from Minot and Grand Forks who are 
in the gulf today. It is because of your 
vigilance and hard work that all of us 
back home can sleep well at night. 

President Clinton and Saudi authori-
ties have vowed that those responsible 
for this shameful attack will be 
brought to justice, and I echo their 
sentiments that this cowardly act will 
not sway our resolve in the gulf. I have 
no doubt that North Dakota’s per-
sonnel in the region will play an out-
standing role in dealing with the after-
math of the blast, and on behalf of my 
colleagues in the Senate, wish to ex-
tend my sincere wishes for a quick re-
covery to the 3 servicemembers from 
Grand Forks AFB who were injured. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO 
SERVED AND DIED IN SAUDI 
ARABIA 

Mr. ASHCROFT. Madam President, I 
rise today to condemn the June 25 cow-
ardly terrorist attack which claimed 
the lives of 19 United States Air Force 
members at the Khobar Barracks near 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. The explosion 
which killed these men and injured 106 
others was a heinous crime for which 
those responsible must be held ac-
countable. The message must be sent 
that the United States will not tol-
erate conduct of this nature and our 
commitment to preventing future ter-
rorist attacks in Saudi Arabia and else-
where must be stronger than ever be-
fore. 

Today, we honor the service and sac-
rifice of those who were killed or in-
jured in this attack. We mourn the loss 
of some of our Nation’s finest service 
members and pray that God will com-
fort those closest to them in time of 
grief. We are also thankful for those 
who continue to serve in a land far 
from their own in the defense of the 

United States and its allies and we 
commit ourselves to taking whatever 
action is necessary to ensure their con-
tinued safety. 

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Madam President, at 
the close of business yesterday, 
Wednesday, June 26, 1996, the Federal 
debt stood at $5,118,103,732,700.15. 

On a per capita basis, every man, 
woman, and child in America owes 
$19,301.59 as his or her share of that 
debt. 

f 

LEONARD PELTIER 

Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, I 
rise today in recognition of events 
which are taking place in the Capitol 
today concerning the cause of a native 
American, Mr. Leonard Peltier. 

For over 20 years, Mr. Peltier has 
been imprisoned for a crime that the 
Government now appears to be admit-
ting Mr. Peltier may not have com-
mitted. 

I first became interested in this case 
when I viewed a documentary on one of 
the network television news programs 
in which, much to my surprise, the 
prosecuting attorney evinced some 
pride in the fact that at trial, the de-
fense did not request and the prosecu-
tion did not produce certain excul-
patory ballistics evidence which may 
have well effected a different outcome 
in the jury’s verdict. 

Although it has been many years 
since I served as a prosecutor, at that 
time, a defendant was entitled to the 
production of all of the evidence that 
might be used against him by the pros-
ecution, and to my knowledge the law 
has not changed in that regard. 

Thereafter, I learned that Mr. Peltier 
had been extradited from Canada on 
the basis of affadavits of eyewitnesses 
who later admitted that their testi-
mony was not truthful. Although the 
Government apparently knew of the 
false nature of these affadavits, they 
were nonetheless presented to the Gov-
ernment of Canada as the basis for ex-
tradition. 

Over the ensuing years, it has been 
my belief that if these facts of appar-
ent misconduct on the part of the gov-
ernment could be disproved, it would 
serve the interest of justice to have a 
full review of all of the actions and pro-
ceedings leading up to and resulting in 
Mr. Peltier’s incarceration. 

Accordingly, I called upon President 
Bush to initiate such a review, and it is 
my understanding that a hearing ex-
aminer of the U.S. Parole Commission 
undertook such a review. 

Thereafter, in December 1995, I am 
told that a hearing was held in which 
the prosecuting attorney in the Peltier 
case acknowledged that the Govern-
ment could not be certain who was re-
sponsible for the murder of two FBI 
agents on the Pine Ridge Indian Res-
ervation on June 26, 1975, and that 
rather than having evidence which 
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